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“Subtle beauty”
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“Wondrous. Madness in the beauty or beauty
in the madness, who’s to say?”
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The Beetle
and the King

THIBAU VANDE VOORDE

1899. This is the first time Belgian Joseph Lippens
travelstothe Congo, where his father, one of the main
ivory suppliers to King Leopold Il, disappeared off
the face of the earth several months earlier. It's not
long before Joseph’s burning ambition comes to the
fore, as does his urge to ‘civilise’. During the journey
through the Congolese jungle, a beetle flies into his
ear, which, combined with the heat and his hunger for
power, slowly but surely puts himin a feverish trance.
Madness takes over.

Thibau Vande Voorde (Leuven, 1995) is a comic artist
and illustrator. His debut De Keveren de Koning (2020),
Is a reworked version of his master thesis at the LUCA
Schoolof Arts in Brussels. Atthe moment, he is working
on a comic-biography of the most infamous Belgian
collaborator in the second World War, Léon Degrelle,
with supportof the Flemish Literary Foundation.

Originaltitle : De kever en de koning (Oogachtend, 2020. Hardcover, 21x30 cm, 104 pp.)




ARE You Sure
Bl TH!S 1S THE RIGHT
B8\ PLACE, LIPPENS?

ACCORDING TO THE

MaP, THIS WAS THE FIRST

TRIBE FATHER GOT TO

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE
TO THE KING.

IN THAT CASE,
THEY WILL NOT
BLAME Us FOR
COMMANDEERING
THE IR. FOOD.

A PITY
WEVE LOST



WHICH ONE OF YOU
FEELS PROMPTED TO R\'—:—
PRESENT OUR COUNTRY S
INTERESTS UP THERE?

| WiLL GUARD
THE BoAT |
THATS QuITE

A way up!

THERE'S A BIT
OF GRAVEL IN

AT



WE'RE UNDER FIRE!
ATTACK, MEN!

THERE 'S
ONLY ONE?

BY aotiy,
THESE COONS ARE §
EVERYWHERE |




WELL, WELL,
HIS SKIN ISN'T

THE POOR CREATURE
HAs BLug EYES

7 How oN

A SECOND. He

LOOKS A BIT
UKE ... '

HES A MuLATTO,
THE RESULT OF A WHITE

IN RELATIONS WITH AN
INDILENDYS WOMAN.
THE DISGRACE !




" DoN'T Be RWicuLous! )

US LIPPENS , WE VE GoT

ONLY THE NOBLEST A
OF TRAITS ...

BEHOLD MY APPEARANCE.
THE ROBUST PROPORTIONS

OF THE CHIN. BALANCED BY

THE DELICATELY
UPTURNED NOSE.

. P T

it

7 LiIPPENS?
You KNOW
MY FATHER?




To&:?

PAMN

g X
WHY ARE THEY

L ATTACKING US 7

THEY ARE ANGRY
AT FATHER.

JUMP IN!
WE RE OUT™
OF HeRE!

; /‘.DO YOUu KNOWw THE
WAY TO LIPPENST?




y THEY ARE

AREN'T LOOKIN( “ LAvaHING

GOOD,
(3

2 & » ° @
YOoU UKNOW WHAT THEY SAY: ONE ROTTEN APPLE WILL SPolL

®
AND  THAT POTBELLIED
MAN KNOWS 1T AlL TOO
. am WELL. a




SOME N|a-Noa WHo

POESN'T KNOW IWHAT

ITMEANS TO BE A
LipPeNS!

Ve ALwavs §
WANTED A
BROTHER |

WHaT DOES

AND € e@TAINLY NOT

I MEANS WE CANNOT ‘X
REST UNTIL THIS &lOoD—

FORSAKEN COUNTRY
HAS REACHED SOME

.\ DeurREE OF LIVIUZATION. |

A BurDEN You L
L WiLL NEVER KiNow ! 1

S T

SRR




AND UPON OUR RETURN
To BelulUM AFTER HAVING
CARRIED OUT OUR NOBLE J OB
HERE TO COMPLETION, WE
SHALL BE COMMENDED By
B KING LEOPOLD HiMseELF! | Z L

'3’
BELLIUM MUST BE |
A VERY MIGHT ¥ -
COUNTRY , FOR T
TO HAVE S0 MANY
KINGS!

PEFORE HE SENT
Me AwAy, FATHER
USED To TELLME
THAT HE 1S NG

OF BELLIVM AND
THE FREE STATE.




LIPPENS , KINGZ ¥
DON'T MAKE ME
LAava H !

WAIT A MINVUTE,
WHERE DID YOU
GET THIS 7

WHEN [ TURNED HE GAVE ME
3, FATHER SAID THE NECKLACE
) AND TOLD ME

He couLp> No
LONGER PERMUIT

TO HAVE ME
ARCUND.

TO LEAVE.

I'VE EVER SEEN 1
‘AN\/WHERE ELSE.
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/ SINCE WHEN

HAS LIPPENS }
~ HeELP HIS CURRENT

POSITION?

i By
ABOVUT |5 =
YEARS OF
AGE.

HE DECLARES HIMSELF WKING NP MEANWHILE WE 4O
OF AFRICA AND S APPARENTLY £ FOR MONTHS WI(THOUT A
WELL ON HiS WAY TO CREATE WORD FRoM HIM BECAUSE

His “"ROYAL" LINBAGE! 4 HE (S svpposeply |LL!

| WiLL geT
TO THE ROTTOM
oF THiIS!

v [.
a1\




GET THE BOAT
READY. WERE
LEAVING!

| wouvtLp
AVO'\D THE RIVER,

THEY DON'T WANT
' ANYTHING TO DO WiITH
ME, AND | CAN ONLY
IMAGUINE WHAT THEY
wWOouLD DO TO A
WHITE MAN.

THE TRIBES LIVING
ALONG S\DE THE RIVER. W ’ } /
HAVE RISEN UP AGAINST ik - L
FATHER, BECAUSE HE ' e '
SOLD SOME OF THEIR
MEMBERS TO THE

SWAHILL.




\F WE TRAVEL OVER THE
MOUNTAIN, WE WON'T LoME
ACROSS ANY TRIBES. |(
KNOW —THE WAY.

s i L L -~

IF [MAY, COLONEL
COSTERMANS .

| PROPOSE WeE TAKE

AVoTE. AFTER ALL,

WE ARE CIVILIZED

MEN HERE, ARE,
Wweg NoT?

ABsoLvuTELY NOT!
WE WILL STILK TO OUR




KING LippENS !
DOESN'T SOUND
So BAP IF YOu
~ Ask mel

THE FREE STATE!LS
12 TIMES AS Bl4 AS

AMPLE SPACE TO
BUILD A NEW KINGDOM
DON'T vOou THINK 7



THAT PAUNCHY MAN
HAS HAD IT IN For
You SINCE DAY ONE,

JE ! X ] i - " A ¥ » ‘ 3
] A Il ' | i é’% HE!s JEALous!
! - SEERNY A . bR A P Lol

e, ;yw-‘:‘gm”‘;fﬁ? ‘\‘d\ﬂk_‘*ib’ R L

IT WON'T BE LONG UNTIL HE TURNS THE OTHERS AGANST Youl
L ' ¥ > £




F = e -
T 0%

THEY MAY BE  ~
IDIOTS, BUT THEY 'Re
IMPRESS IONARLE
IPIOTS §

WE HAVEN'T
GOT MUCH TIME
Lteet!

THE TIME

""To AcT 1S Now !

-

_© MAVYBE THAT NlaGeRr
- Coup BE OF SERVICE™



WHAT DO we §
HAVE HeRe? M

YOUR EAR DOESN'T
LOOK &4 OO0D .

MISTER
VERMEULEN
GAVE ME HIS
TIie BECAUSE
He Toow MY

LET ME
HELP You. )

| DO WONDE R
WHAT You'LL

PO WHEN WE
ARRIVE .



WeLL , FATHER |
ISNT &LoING TO |
WANT TO See i
You, OF COURSE -

HMMYES .
I¥ YOU PO
Me A SMALL
FAVOUR,
THAT (s

A SMALL
FAVOUR 7

| coultP TRY
To CoNVINCE
HiM TO LET

You STAY.

ACTUALLY, (T's
QUITE A DEUCATE
TASK . ONE THAT

FATHER WOULD

CERTAINLY
APPREC IATE.

WEetLL , L WANT...




You WouLp Be DOING
FATHER AND Me A UREAT
SERYICE ... BROTHER .

J excewenTt! anp
LoOK HOW welc
THAT TlE SUITS

== YOUu. wWe'tL MAKE
‘ A GENTLEMAN

r i AND Now
¥ LeT's GaeT To

wa

I'M COUNTING







WHAT Do
we DPoO?

cALM DOWN
COMRADES |

WHAT IN LEOPOLD!S NAME
IS THE MEANING OF THIs ?!

Sy EXCUSE ME , COLONEL COSTERMANS [
kﬁ' BUT | THINK |7'S FOR US “TO ASK /=
; THAT QUESTION.

DISCOVERED THAT THE PROVISIONS HAD BEEN OPENED.

: o — p—
FNTTL 1 ] £




AND A TRAIL OF
CRUMBS LeD HIM
TO You.

\ S%/g; TRAITOR!

. "

You Wite PAY
FOorR THIS!




WE ARE ALL HUNGRY,
ARE ALL TIRED. AND
THIS 1S HOw THE

CROWN REPAYS Us?

L SAY ! AWAY

| DENOUNCE THE BELGIAN MONARCH Y 3
. wttH LeopoLD!

AND ALL OF ITS REPRE SENTATIVES!

ves! Boo! LeopoLp (s A Fool!




RIGHT. THAT
JUST LEAYES
US witH THE
MATTER OF
OUR PUNISH-
MENT.

. MISTER
COSTERMANS |

/ (A,ﬁ-u ! -
Vou HAVE SEEN THE (Vory ! FoLLow
Mg AND YOU WilL BE REWARDED WwitH
ALL THE BILLIARD TABLES, LLOLDEN
CRUCIFIXES, AND PINTS THAT Yov
CAN DREAM OF !

e

A KINGDOM
AWAITS us




