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1899. This is the first time Belgian Joseph Lippens 
travels to the Congo, where his father, one of the main 
ivory suppliers to King Leopold II, disappeared off 
the face of the earth several months earlier. It’s not 
long before Joseph’s burning ambition comes to the 
fore, as does his urge to ‘civilise’. During the journey 
through the Congolese jungle, a beetle flies into his 
ear, which, combined with the heat and his hunger for 
power, slowly but surely puts him in a feverish trance. 
Madness takes over.

Thibau Vande Voorde (Leuven, 1995) is a comic artist 
and illustrator. His debut De Kever en de Koning (2020), 
is a reworked version of his master thesis at the LUCA 
School of Arts in Brussels. At the moment, he is working 
on a comic-biography of the most infamous Belgian 
collaborator in the second World War, Léon Degrelle, 
with support of the Flemish Literary Foundation.

“Subtle beauty”

“Wondrous. Madness in the beauty or beauty
in the madness, who’s to say?”

Original title : De kever en de koning (Oogachtend, 2020. Hardcover, 21x30 cm,  104 pp.)

Visit www.flandersliterature.be for information about translation grants.


















































